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intro.

Its baen a year since I've put out an issue, and looking back so much
has happened In that year of my life. Bul regardiess, | have combined pen and
paper, swest and blood, and a huge part of myself to. put this zine together over
that time.

Zines are a chance for us to speak through our printed words, and
reach people across huge distances on a personal level. They are our voice of
dissent. Something tangible we can hold in our hands and read anywhere we
go, they cannot be deleted by a simple button push or mouse click, they are
something permanent, powerfull, and inspiring. This stack of papers in you
hands is my effort, an effort for change, an effort for reasen, an effort of sinceri-
ty. | don't write because | am paid to do 5o, and | don't write because | stand to
gain. | write because | stand to give. | write because this is my vehicle for
change. In a society that would rather have us kept quite, passive, and keep
activist/punk/radical ideas from being circulated, this is my effort to change that
society and make everyones volce heard. Publications like Time Magazine, and
LS News aren't going to change the world, they won't challenge the institutions
that keep them alive. So who will? Itis up to independent publications to
speak for the unspoken, and to unleash to you the ideas/thoughts mainstream
madia is afraid to publish.

There is so much I'm tired of, so much | wish | could change. 'm tired
of people's apathy, I'm tired of people watching television instead of talking to
each other, I'm tired of no one giving a shit about anyone but themselves. I'm
tired of no one having “the time” to do what is so important to them. So here is
me trying my best to start with myself and change the world. Here {s me. Here
is thirty something pages of me giving a shit. | can't sit siill and watch this world
go by. Is it not our obligation to think about what we are doing, to become
aware and iry to Improve upon our society (upon ourselves)? We must keep
talking, reading, writing and struggling together, Communicating thoughts and
ideas with each other is the most important part of the human exparience.

Who knows, maybe | cant with all my life change a single thing. But
how can | sit idly by and watch, and not participate? | cannot. | must speak up.
| must create dissent. | want people to become inspired by ideas and knowl
edge. This zine is not here for entertainment, 1t is here io evoke thought, dialog,
to inspire people to get involved, to think about who they are, and o re-evaluate
themselves and thier ideas. It's something | strive for in my life, a consistant re-
evaluation of the world and myself. How else are we to live in such a dynamic
world? When we refuse to change, we decide to take the path everyone else is
taking. We know exactly where that path leads, and that is stagnation. What
you chose to do with this infor-
mation is up to you. \Weather |
change the world or not, this is

my effort, my attempt. Thanks.

Reading, Writing, Revolution
Tormmy

Outro.

Some sort of entry on 511700

It's weird sometimes, | think about how long it's takan me fo put
this zine together and it's been through so much. Through all
the crazy shit that's happened to me in the course of a year,
and no matter what | still manage to sit down and write this
whole stack of papers into existence. Although my feelings and
history of this year are not expressed in every lina, o me it's
kind of like a journal, a project | steadily work on through out all
my activities. It's sometimes what wakes me up in the moming
and says, "get the hell up, its time to write!" It keeps me going.
| almost don't want to finish it because it won't be there for me
anymore, after it's done. What will wake me up in the moming
and keep me up fill all hours of the night? Something that is
such an important part of my life is now leaving (I guess there is
always the nexi issue to look forward to). It seems almost like it
will die when its bound, stapled and mass-produced (yea, raal
mass-produced). For some reason the staples are like spikes,
and its cover a crucifix. But | guess its for the betier, hopefully
' meet some new people through its distribution, and someons
will get some sort of inspiration from these writings or what not.
Maybe by some freak chance my life and ideas could make a
change. My writings and efforts could have a direct impact on
someones perception of life. | guess thals why | keap wriling.
To make a difference, to try and encourage peopie to think. Its
been a year now in creation, and | would mind if it took two.

isobedience is the true foundation of liberty.
obedient must be slaves,” Henry David
Thoreau

strongest bulwark of authority is uniformity; the
least divergence from it Is the greotest crime.” Emma
Go1dman

THE ROMANCE OF REVOLUTION
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If there is anything you'd like reviewed be it CD, Records, your zine, or
whatever, send it on in to:

The Romance of Revolution cfo Tommy Nail
po box 924
Allen, TX 75013

| would be happy to review anything, but please no racist or hateful
material, | promise it wont get a good review. Or if you would like a
copy of my band’s (Liquid Sick) Cd send 4ppd to the same address. Or
hell, just write to say hi and we can talk about whatever you want. It'll

be fun,

DRistrobution If you would like to distribute this zine, ten copies of
"The Remance of Revolution #3" are eight bucks, 50 cents a
copy, and 3 bucks postage. If you would like more than that
please get in touch with me. This zine is one dollar in person
and two dollars through mail.

Send in your writings! | would love to check them out. Send in
rants, art, poems, articles, photos, or anything else you'd like to
submit. Including a Self-addressed stamped envelope (SASE)
would also be a good idea along with your submission. And
maybe if you don't have something to submit you could just
write me anyway. its all about talking and communication, its
all about meeting people and discussing things that matter, so
with that in mind write, write, write.

Places to get your zines reviewed:

Alternative Press Review c/o CAL Prass, PO Box 1448, Columbia MO, 65205
Factsheet Five, PO Box 170099, San Francisco CA 94117-0089

Heart Attack, PO Box 848, Golela, CA 93116

Maximum Rocknroll, PO Box 480760, San Francisco, CA 94146-0760

Punk Planet, PO Box 8014, E. Lansing, MI 48826
Tail Spins, PO Box 18680, Evanston, |L 60204

Thanks

Nicole "Dilapidated zine", everyone who contributed to this issue,
my dad for continued support throughout this zines construction,
my mom, Angie, Branden, Jason, Andy from Skwurly, Justee, The
Waorkers Solidarity Movement (WSM), People for the ethical treat-
ment of animals {(PETA), all the kids who keaep our local punk scene
alive, Kerri, Jimmy (deathrow), Les Mocos, Kyle B., Praxis zine, and
anyone else who contributed to the production (spencer). And to
everyone who purchased this zine and read it. read. get active.
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self ' rOgY

Intro.

Technology in the service industry, and technologies integration
into our socisty is an important topic,, and one largely taken for granted.
With the introduction of yet another major self-service technology the
"salf-checkout” for retail and grocery stores, we are forced to think of the
implications self service technologies entail. What is self-check out?
What does it mean to us? Who should decide if this new technology
should be implemented? And how does this effect our communication?

What is self checkout?

The self-checkout system is an automated retail checkout lane
which is operated by the customer and not by the employee. The self
checkout lane is being substituted for the express lane at over 1000 retail

stores nation wide. As you _wglkl
through you scan your items over the
barcode reader and insert your money
into the machine. Your change comes
out and you bag your items and leave
without saying a word to anyone. All
this while the self-checkout security
system runs vigilantly. A security cam-
era is in place and records every move
you make to ensure your “"customer
integrity”, while weight sensors on the
table next to the scanner ensure that
all items have been scanned and not
just "passed over” the scanning box.
In essence the "self-checkout system”
is in place to make shopping allegedly
faster, easier, and to improve customer
service. These self-checkout
machines are placed at over 1000}
locations nation wide. The self-check-
out system was released in 1997 to aj
few select retail grocery stores who would "give it a chance” and see how
the customers react to it. Since that time many other grocery stores and
a few retail department stores have integrated the self-checkout into their
stores. Some of the stores carrying the new self-checkout system are;
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by Fred Woodworth. Jen Angel and Theo Witsell come fogether to produce
what is in my opinion one of the best zines Ive read in awhile. (33 ppd/
Fuckiooth/ Po Box 353 Mentor OH 440861)

I'm Johnny and [ don't give a fuck #3 /5.5x4 / 106 pgs

Andy from Submission hold, writes this personal zine, not too far from the likes
of the classic comet bus. There are some seriously funnyfironic stories in here
worth the read. This is a distant period in Andy's life that he racalls with fairly
good accuracy. Almost every story he some how ends up "hammered” and
waking up somewhere sirange. To guote the intro to his December entry
"Booze makes some people do very stupid things. | am one of those peoplel”
One of his friends gets beat up by this gang called the "Dirt devils" and so
(totally drunk) Andy decides he will single handedly kick all their asses and goes
to fight, but when he is totally beaten senseless, he wakes up with no wallet,
and no memory of what had happened to him. You can only laugh at that kind
of stuff. With a title like "I'm Johnny and | don't give a fuck” you have to go with
your instincts, (I'm Johnny and | don't give a fuck/ PO Box 21533-1850/ com-
mercial dr. / Vancouver, BC/ V5N 4A0 /Canada / $3ppd)

Avow #8 "We must get down o the heart of the matter” / 8.5x5.5 / 40 some-
thing pages. \ery interesting. A mix of Art/Poatry/Punk Rock/Political/Personal
type matarial. This zine is very well rounded in subject matter, and Kaith
Certainly is not afraid to discuss his personal feelings, or even his own failure
with the reader, that's nice 1o see. Looking back possibly the most memorable
article is a letter from his friend Alex who writes 4 pages of personal thoughts
on what success is. |s success having a well paying job? Or going to college?
Cr having a nice car? very thought provocing. But one of his more obvious and
powerful topics is that of advertising and consumer culture. Basically, advertis-
ing is here to sell us things, obviously things we don't need, because if we
neaded them, we wouldn't need fo be told to buy them. So there is this notion
of wanting you to be unhappy to be able to sell you things to "fill your veoid® and
"make you happy”. The essence of this argument is that capitalism and market-
ing feed on insecurity and sadness, they make money off of our unhappiness
and lack of personal fulfiliment. How wonderful can a society be that is based
on keeping its populace unhappy, and insecure? (Avow clo Keith Rosson/ PO
box 832/ \West port WA 98595/ $2 ppd)

Under Oath #3 "Question Everything” / 8.5x5.5 / 20 pages.

Mot as large as | thought it would be, but what is there, is good. Basically sev-
eral rant style articles on the typical issues: Racism, sexism, animal rights and
anarchism. A list of proctor and gamble products toward the end. | did enjoy
the short book reviews, but | wish more was said about the material in the
books, Although short much was said in these pages. Kinda like an "iniro
zing". If that makes sense? Like if you just put in a CD and listened to the
intros to all the songs, but not the whole song. Still an Awesome zine.
$.75ppd/ (Under Oath / 1# Patterson Cres./ Carleton Place Ont/ K7C 4H2 /
Canada / Brock_2@hotmail.com)



zine reviews

Contrascience #6 / 8.5x11 / 60 pages

Fantastic Political zine, with tons of cool articles. In this issue Bryan talks about
the US prison system, the corruption and oppression involved, and gives 12 pgs
of educated writings and plenty of good sources. Also articles on "The timber
indusiry” by Thao Witsell, interviews with punk rock teachers, and a really well
written article on the US arms irade and where our tax dollars really go. Well-
written, well-resaarched material provides a good read for anyone interested in
activism/ political/ social type discussion. | really enjoyed reading this zine.

And its always wonderful to see a zine with no ads! (Conirascience/ PO Box
8344/ Minneapolis MM/ 55408-0344/ USA)

Scraams from inside #8 / 8.5x11 / (about 30 pages, no page numbars were listed)

It's been awhile since Carissa put out an issue of SF1, but here itis. A political/
personal zine leaning to the political. She has several good articles, "capital-
ism", "The IWW", "Media", and what political zine is complete without the edu-
cated rant on scrutinizing religion. An interesting article on love, and some
thoughts on her job as an elementary school teacher and social worker, provide
some interest, | enjoyed the zine, very heart felt and a cool article on "crime".
{Carissa Screams/ 23 Washington Terrace/ St. Louls MO 83112)

Fragments #1 "Disintegration” /8.5x11 / 20 something pages

Wonderful. No ads, no reviews, no interviews, just strait up Political rant zine. |
say rant, but really there is a lot of facts, quotes, references etc, that really
solidify the material. | believe issue two is out or at least about to come out,
entiled "power". It's defiantly on my reading list. The Author staris on the sub-
ject of revolution but then goes through, Uopia, Religion, Apocalypse, nuclear
war, consumer culture, and even the LA. Riots. With no breaks or pauses, the
material flows through a good 25 pages. | leamed a lot from this zine. If | can
put down a zine after reading it and say to myself, "damn, that really makes me
think" it's worth $2. That means it kicks ass. (Fragments/ PO Box 5370-3862/
Santa Ana CA 82704/ USA /$3 cash only.)

Fucktooth #24/Spectacle #5 splil issue "Thoughts on Technology"s 5.5
gopgs With two of the best political zine writers around doing a spiit issue, how
could it go wrong? This is really fantastic and informative. First of all its cool
because even though it's a split issue there is an overall theme fo it (technolo-
gy) and both authors (Jen, and Theo) contribute along with other columnists to
the discuszsion of who regulates technology? Should all technology be imple-
mented? What are the effects of certain fechnologles? \ery in-depth (as much
as can be said with only 100 pages on the subject) on questions technology
raises. Inierview with Tony Wong discussing civil disobedience, and animal
rights. An inferesting although not thoroughly convincing article on computers
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Kroger, Brookshires, King Soopers, Winn Dixie, Super One, and many
others. The main companies involved in production and distribution of
the system are NCR, Symbol, PSC, Production Solutions, and SASI
{Stores Automated Systems inc.) As far as future implementations of
the self-

checkout “IT'S HOW WE'LL ALL CHECKOUT OUR
system GROCERIES IN THE FUTURE."

goes, the -\ice president of (PSC) Marketing Stuart Itkin
Kroger com-

pany has already made arrangements to install 12 new systems in the
next 6 months, and more companies are starting to invest in the idea.
Vice President of Worldwide Marketing, at PSC inc. Stuart M. Itkin com-
mented, "Shoppers at stores that have the U-scan (self-checkout) have
quickly embraced the system b/c it enables them to get in and out of the
store faster. U-scan express which brings that same connivance of self-
service to the supemarket is HOW WE'LL ALL CHECKOUT OUR
GROCERIES IN THE FUTURE."

What does this mean to us?

All this “wonderful" new technology is coming in so quickly who
has time to ask why? Or dowe even need this? Would resocurces be bet-
ter spent somewhere else? The question is what does self-checkout and
all these new service based technologies such as "pay at the pump"”,
automated service, automated teller machines (ATM's) Drive through
banking, vending machines every block, drive through fast food tech-
nologies, and the myriad ocean of other little gadgets that have replaced
human services in the past 50 years mean to us? What this means is that
our |labor market is turning more service based, the only jobs left will be
for workers to stand and communicate with customers and maintain the
technologies that will scon take their place in 5 years. These new tech-
nologies also indicate a steep turn toward a more unskilled labor market,
which is exactly what they want. Ve need only know how to run and
operate the technologies that service the customer. It takes little or no
skill to push buttons all day and work the machines that take your place.
Forget direct service, we now have "more efficient” indirect ways. What
all this means is that there will be less and less jobs open for skilled work-
ers and many more open for the unskilled worker to simply learn hisfher
skill in a day or two of training, and receive the lowest wage. What this
does is supply the capitalist "free market" with a flood of unskilled work-
ers to be used at their expense and exploited by the system and dis-
carded when yet another new "wonderful" service technology comes out.
For example over 200 years ago right before the start of the industrial rev-
olution, England had a primarily textile based economy. In the area of
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Nottinghamshire majority of the population worked in the textile factories
as skilled weavers. A small town where everyone Knows everyons, now
entered large frames and steam engines that could produce a better qual-
ity product at a faster rate. This meant the value of skilled labor had
dropped significantly, and now skilled weavers who received a high wage
for their skill and experience were to only operate the machinery and be
paid as unskilled button pushing slaves. And what a surprise their posi-
tions were instantly filled with women and children to work for half the
: price and double the hours! This is the

same age old story of the implementa-

£ tion of technology and increase in
; uman suffering, and movement
to an incredibly unskilled labor
market. "The guestion”, should we implement

¥ often it is only the question of "how” we should imple-
ment a new technology. But what does this mean to our
privacy? The self-checkout along with the automated banking machines
and even pay at the pump services are equipped with the ever watching
eyes of the video recorder. Everywhere we fum it seems we are being
watched by one corporation or ancther. At your favorite fast food restau-
rant. at the bank, at the movie rental store, and pretty much any corpo-
rate retail store. You are watched at work, and even in the bathrooms.
Your every mundane movement tape recorded for posterity/security
(mockery?). Are all those cameras and “security” measures meant to
make us feel "safe"? Do you feel safe?

Who decides if technology should be
implemented?

It seems an important question to ask "who is deciding what new
technologies are used and which ones aren't, and for what reason" 17
The people who decide what technology is implemented and what it is
used for are the same people who paid to have the technology built and
who paid to advertise it and create its need ..... The corporate elite. Who
else?! It is not the inventor who decides that his invention should be used
and is ethical and ready for distribution. It is the corporations that pay
hisfher salary and will give him/her grants in which to bring the creation
to life.

3o who should be deciding the integration of new technologies?
It makes sense that the people who will be buying and who will be using
the technology should be the ones who decide "if" it should be integrat-

<]

Wha# le the point of education?

It all made me think about who | was, where | was going, and why | am pursing
education through both school and independent means. To be knowledgeable
is o know the world and its workings. | wish to know the world, do my best to
understand it and help make a change for a better one. In the spirit of educat-
ing myself | have chosen to attend college, and commit myself to alternative
siudies outside school as well. | believe both are important. Learning is a part
of life, but if you don't care, and you don't think, and you don't keep re-evaluat-
ing yourself and the world around you, you wont truly experience your life, and
you will never find deep meaning in anything you de.

It also made me kind of bitter and sad to think of all the lives spent doing things
they hated. What has our culture done to education? What kind of value do we
place education? All the time and effort put into work and projects that were
created without spirit, heart, or interest. These ideas of why we have education
are really discouraging. Are schools just put there for people to come in, get
their letter grade and leave? Or can more be Seceded if only the people took
the time 1o think and care about what they were doing. If education is truly, only
about achieving some letter grade and diploma | want nothing to do with it. |
value education, not grades. | value leaming, not authoritarian instruction.

There are no uninteresting subjects

onlyY uninterested people.

' PE DLICATI®N]




education and self determination.

The other day | was up at the college in my physics/astronomy class

working this really neat project that measures the size of the sarth just like tha
Greeks did way before Columbus the fool thought he knew how big the earth

was. Anyway, toward the end of the lab, my pariners and | were all getting
ready to leave and head home whan Karl says to Trisha and | how "miserabla"
college is and how he would rather be working because “at least there you get
paid to sit around and not do what you want" and "at school you have to pay to
sit around and do things you don't want 10". Karl would rather be working than
going to school apparently (by the way Karl works at a "container store" and
says he is "highly trained"}). So he looks toward me for agreement and support
in his brilliant new theory he's so proud of but alas he gets only a look of con-
cem and sympathy from me. At this point | thought | could just blow him off,
chuckle, and bolt for the door leaving him to his little ideclogy of "more work
less school®. But then he comes back with another statement of "| mean, that's
all we're hare for right? To pay our hard eamed money for school, get a
degree, so we can gef a job and make more money right? Ouch Karll Four
years of working a job you hate just so you can pay your way through a school
you don't like, get a degree that means little or nothing, so ultimately you can
end up with a bigger job which you hate and despise going to everyday of your
life? To this | was astounded to hear articulated from somecne at this school
who actually said what was happening to so many people there. It really made
me think. Al the time | just said something like "Sorry, not me" and walked out,
But what's really concaming to me is all these people out there like Karl who
are working some shitty job they hate just to pay for classes they fail or bitch
about in an attempt fo get a degree for a job that they will hate even more in the
future. Why do this to yourself? Why put yourself through such a horrible expe-
rience? Why do things you hate your whole life? Most of the kids at the college
go to school for that "magic” piece of paper that says they are allowad to be
some sort of corporate business monkey for the rest of their life. Could | live
my life like that? Maybe Karl can spend his life doing things he hates, but |
don't think | can. If he doesn't want to be at school he should leave and pursue
what it is he loves. By staying somewhere he doesn't want to be he is cheating
himself. Why choose such unhappiness? That day walking down the halls and
outside | wondered just how many people at the college like me were thera
because they liked what they were doing or were really interested in studying
and leamning, and took classes they thought were neat, and not onaes that were
"required” for some stupid degree, Mot many at all. My conclusions were sad-
dening.
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-ed. However this is not so. The media and corporations along with a
thousand ad campaigns and TV commercials will create a need for the
new technology stressing its "wonderful” uses and sets a standard for
wealth. For example: You are wealthy or at least moderately "important”
to the economy and society if you have a VCR, 2 TV's, a computer and a
cell phone. This is all that matters they would have you believe. Forget
the fact that you are starving and have a beaten up car that needs repair,
your child's dental bill to pay, and a house payment due in a weekl [t
seems too often you see people living off welfare struggling with a hun-
gry family, but their techno gadgets come first, TV, VCRs, a nice car,
cable TV, "without cable what would we do"?? eat maybe? Live maybe?

The corporations are the ones running the show, there is one
thing all their decisions will be based on when integrating new technolo-
gies, could it be, morality?, real need, betterment of humanity, aid to the
impoverished,? Try none of the above. One thing is all they care about
and is the basis for every decision they will ever make, PROFIT! We can
MNOT frust them to make these decisions for us. The governments needs
are not our neads. The capitalist need is not our need. So why trust them
to make our decisions?

Who benefits from the integration of the new technologies? Thay
would like to have you think its you. Of course | think we know a little bet-
ter. The benefactors are the capitalist class. They pump out new toys
and technologies and then to sell them they create an artificial need
inside us so we will buy their new product and walk away feeling like the
technologically enlightened elite themselves. Think about it, there is no
reason to advertise things people really need, because, they will find
them without advertising. The only reason advertising exists is to sell you
someathing you don't need. For example: who do you think will benefit
from the implementation of the new self-checkout? They would like to
have you believe it was you, "Oh it will scan your items and that's it,
happy shopping”. Sorry to once again shatter that dream but the people
benefiting here are NCR, and PSC the retail stores using the system,
Kroger, Brookshires, and all the others. Their motivations are profits, not
your needs. Think about it, a new self-checkout system comes in, anoth-
er employee goes out. These corporations are only using the self-check-
out system to cut labor costs! With the new express lanes that don't need
an employee to work them, that employee can hit the streets, and if they
don't like it or anyone there has a problem with it,
there a hundred other unskilled workers waiting to
take their place. These companies are using &
machines to cut labor costs so they don't have to 8
pay anyone to work checkout machines. I'm
sure the president would be quite happy if "its ‘
how we'll all check out our grocers in the future”,
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Helll! No more labor costs, only security cameras to bust some poor guy
trying to steal a bottle of aspirin for his sick wife that cant find work
because every store in the nation now runs on "self-checkout” and her job
stolen by the same machine that will now arrest her husband for stealing
her medicine.

We give these corporations our lives, everything we own and
what do we get in retum? Low wages, poor benefits, no organization, no
jab security, and then when the town and the people have been raped for
all they are worth they close down the factory and "outsource” to some

3rd world country where they can get the same
labor from a 15 year old gifl and pay
her 15 cents an hour for it. The
| hours they work

the children
Pl keep them from
4 attending
& school, and if a
day of work is
h, missed they
will surely
b e

fired, and their families”~
will go hungry. While American workers
" are left with no jobs and a stack full of bills to pay off
and mouths to feed. The CEO makes about 100 times what the average
worker for the company makes. What kind of balance is this? While the
working class bust their ass 40 hours a week the capitalist (CEQ) sits
back in his leather chair sipping martini's getting a back rub and raking in
the capital!l He sits back and takes from the people their lives and sells
them back the same shit they just made for 10 times the price!

Communication.

But along this technological journey to our own doom where has
communication gone in the service industry as a result of the new techno
gadgets in every retail store? Consultant Jerry Morton for NCR. says "The
self-checkout concept will win more acceptance, he believes when retail-
ers begin looking at it as a customer service toll rather than as a way to
cut labor costs". First of all the corporations will NOT stop looking at the
self-checkout as a way to cut labor costs because that would not be in
their interests nor would it be profitable to ignore such profit potential.
Second, how is the self-checkout system to be used and looked at as a
"customer service” tool when in fact it is not. NCR is only trying to once

The CNT believed that when the workers took over the means of production
and distribution this would lead to "the liquidation of the bourgeois state which
would die of asphyxiation.” History teaches us a different lesson. In a situation
of dual power it is very necessary to smash the state. No ruling class ever
leaves the stage of history voluntarily,

In contrast to this the Friends of Durruli were clear that, and this is a quote from
their programme 'Towards a Fresh Revolution’, “io beat Franco we nead to
crush the bourgecisie and its Stalinist and Socialist allies. The capitalist state
must be destroyed totally and there must be installed workers' power depending
on rank & file committees. Apolitical anarchism has failed."” The political confu-
sion of the CNT leadership was such that they attacked the idea of the workers
siezing power as "evil' and leading to an “anarchist dictatorship.”

The syndicalist movement, organised in the Intermational Workers Association
and outside it, still refuses to admit the CNT was wrong to postpone the revolu-
tion and enter the government. They attempt to explain away this whole episcde
as being due to "exceptional circumstances " that "will not occur again.”.
Because they refuse to admit that a mistake of historic proportions was made,
there is no reason to suppose that they would not repeat it (should they get a
chance).

Despite our criliclsms we should recognise that the syndicalist unions, whera
they still exist, are far more progressive than any other union. Not only do they
create democratic unions and create an atmosphere where anarchist ideas are
listened to with respect but they also organise and fight in a way that breaks
down the divisions into leaders and led, doers and watchers. On its own this is
very good but not good enough. The missing element is an organisation winning
support for anarchist ideas and anarchist methods both within revolutionary
unions and everywhere else workers are brought together. That is the task of
the anarchist-communists.

Alan MacSimain

This article originaly apeared in “Red and Black Revolution”
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and the land. After that it believes that the state and all the other institutions of
the ruling class will come toppling down. They do net accept that the working
class must take political power. For them all power has to be immediately abol-
ished on day one of the revolution.

Because the syndicalist organisation is the union, it crganises all workers
regardless of their politics. Historically many workers have joined, not because
they were anarchists, but because the syndicalist union was the most militant
and got the best resulis. Because of this tendencies always appeared that were
reformist. This raises the question of the conflict between being a trade union or
a revolutionary anarchist organisation.

Syndicalists are quite correct to emphasise the centrality of organising workers
in the workplace. Critics who reject syndicalism on the grounds that it cannot
organise those outside the workplace are wrong. Taking the example of anar-
cho-syndicalism in Spain it is clear that they could and did organise throughout
the entire working class as was evidenced by the Iberian Federation of
Libertarian Youth, the 'Mujeras Libres' (Free Women), and the neighbourhood
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The weakness of syndicalism is rooted in its view of why workers are tied to
capitalism, and its view of what is necessary to make the revolution. Spain in
1938/7 representad the highest point in anarcho-syndicalist organisation and
achievement. Because of their a-politicism they were unable to develop a pro-
gramme for workers’ power, to wage a political batile against other currents in
the workers' movement (such as reformism and Stalinism). Indeed syndicalists
seam to ignore other ideas more often than combating them. In Spain they were
unable to give a lead to the entire class by fighting for complete workers' power,

Instead they got sucked into support for the Popular Front government, which in
turn led to their silence and complicity when the Republican state moved
against the collectives and militias. The minority in the CNT, organised around
the Friends of Durruti, was expelled when they issued a proclamation calling for
the workers to take absolute power (jie that they should refuse to share power
with the bosses or the authoritarian pariies).
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again make you think (and in the process make themselves belisve) that
this new technology is for the aid of the consumer, when it is not. How
will this effect communication and customer service in the stores? The
people will come in speak to no one, get their food, scan it, talk to no one,
pay and then leave, like a ghost town as the overseer sits in a box and
monitors the cameras leeringly making sure no one is stealing, as he him-
self is recorded. This is neither communication or customer service, who
are they trying to fool? Once again technology builds an impenetrable
wall in which communication is crushed. Television, video games, and
even csll phones annihilate real communication between people. They
serve to separate neighbors and alienate families. | am not saying they
do not have their good points of communication, but the kind of commu-
nication they are promoting is that of impersonal, alienated, babble. For
example: Cell phones may keep people in touch in situations such as
while driving, or at the store, or in the movies, but what happens to the
people they are with? Real communication to the person next to you is
substituted for artificial impersonal communication to someone some-
where else who is also ignoring someone at the same time.
Communication is important to us as people and we must recognize
when it is being taken away from us.

QOutro.

There are very important points on technology, its use in the serv-
ice industry, and its effect on labor. When new technologies come oul we
need to ask ourselves these kind of guestions, because if we don't we will
certainly, blindly, obediently, obliterate our own lives. | don have an
answer to the "machine question" and I'm not sure how much good any
sort of boycott would do. Its extremely important we think about these
things as they apply to us and the world around us. No one will stand up
for us, we have to take that initiative ourselves.

Sources:

-The NCR homepage (www.ncr.com)

-The PSC homepage (www.pscnet.com)

-Dallas Mormning News "Self-checkout & the u-scan”
-Some inspiration from "Fucktooth/spectacle split’
-Some inspiration from Meil Postman's "Technopoly”



Existance?

-by Brandon Blair

Broadening the mind is

something a lot of people have a
problem with; | myself admit diffi-
culty in expanding my views in
some areas. In doing so however, |
came upon the idea that the
Human Race is a very pathogenic
and scary thing, Don't get annoyed
yet, I've changed my views on that
as well...But | figured I'd give you
some insights on consistencies
that need to be worked on for the
better of our, dare | say it, exis-
tance?

First off, a topic which nearly
everyone has an opinion on.
Anarchy. The gift of full freedom;
and the ability to do what one wish-

persans. Why weren't these people
ready? Blinded by hormonal
impulses? Unable to control their
primal desires in a "consequence
free” environment? No matter what
the excuse, sexual assault is one of
the most humiliating and defiling
crimes someone could go through.
How does this relate to Anarchy? In
order for Anarchy to work, we need
to begin caring for other people,
and expanding beyond our own
wants and desires, to accomidate
the lives of others. It can be so hard
to do that nowadays, when our own
desires tug so strongly to get what
we want. We must work on show-
ing compassion and responsibility,
as much as | hate to say the word
(grin) for without any accountability

“We need to begin caring for other people, and
expanding beyond our own wants and desires,
to accomidate the lives of others”

es, hindered only by the bound-
aries of one's own conscience. s
humankind ready yet? My opinion
is no. We can see small examples
of failed instances in every day life.
What happened during Woodstock
99 this year, when thousands of
music fans gathered to witness
what was to be a fun and carefree
environment, was horrendous. A
perfect example of the result free-
dom can have on unprepared per-

or trust, Anarchy would be just as
some picture it A flaming, death
ridden heill.

My next topic: The Earth.
Unlikely sounding topic eh? | have
come up with major objections to
the treatment of our planet, and
here are a few of my arguments.
Though we rarely stop and think
gbout the subject, the Earth has
provided humankind with a way
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Morway, Britain, Bulgaria and Portugal. A message of support was received
from Uruguay.

Things were not looking good for the re-emergence of anarcho-syndicalism. In
Eastern Europe the Stalinists allowed no free discussion, strikes or free trade
unions. Certainly not anarchist ones! In the West massive subsidies from the
US and the Catholic church went to tame unions controfled by Christian
Democrats and Social Democrats. Meanwhile Russia did the same for their
allies who controlled the French CGT, the ltalian CGIL and others. The WA, in
its weakened state couldn't compete for influence. In the late 1950s the
Swedish SAC withdrew from the 1WA, There was now not a single functioning
union in s ranks.

It staggerad on as a collection of small propaganda groups and exile organisa-
tions like the Spanish and Bulgarian CNTs. Some wondered would it live much
longer. But suddenly in 1977 Franco died and his regime fell. The CNT blos-
somed. Within a matter of months its membership leaped from a few hundred
activists to 150,000, [Problems later developad within the CNT and a split
occumed which left us with two unions whose combined membership today
probably does not reach 30,000, though this is still a significant number.] The
growth of the CNT put syndicalism back on the anarchist agenda. The IWA now
claims organisations which function at least partly as unions (in ltaly, France
and Spain) and propaganda groups in about another dozen countries.

Outside the WA are syndicalist unions and organisations like the 16,000 strong
SAC in Sweden, the OVB in the Netherlands, the Spanish CGT, the Solidarity-
Unity-Democracy(4) union in the French post office, the CRT in Switzerland,
and others. Some are less anarchist and more reformist than others. Say what
we will about thermn we must recognise that syndicalism |s today the largest
organised curment in the international anarchist movement. This means it is
aspecially important fo understand them.

EohE-RROBLEME
Anarchist-Communists do have criti-
cisms of their politics , or more accurate-
ly lack of politics. Judging from their own
statements, methods and propaganda
the syndicalists see the biggest problem
in the structure of the existing unions

o authoritarian, capitalisi views of the
world.

Syndicalisis do not create revoluticnary
political organisations. They want to cre-
ale industrial unions. Thelr strategy is
apolitical, in the sense that they argue
that all that's essential 1o make the revo-
lution is for workers to seize the factories
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not forget that both Connolly and Larkin were influenced by the MWW, Connolly
was an organiser for their building workers union in New York state and Larkin
delivered the oration at Joe Hill's funeral,

DEGLINE

The success of the Bolsheviks did great harm 1o the workers movement outside
Russia. Many were impressed by what was happening in Russia, Communist
Parties sprang up almost everywhere. The Bolshevik model appeared success-
ful. Many sought to copy it. This was before the reality of the Soviet dictatorship
became widely known.

MNevertheless the syndicalist movement siill held on to most of its support. The
real danger was tha rise of fascism. With the rule of Mussolini, the lalian USI,
the largest syndicalist union in the world, was driven underground and then out
of existence. The German FAUD, Portuguese CGT, Dutch NSV, French CDSR
and many more in Eastern Europe and Latin America were not able to survive
the fascism and military dictatorships of the 1930s and 40s.(2)

It was at the same time that the Spanish revolulion unfolded, which was to rep-
resent both the highest and lowsst points of syndicalism{3). More about this
below.

The Polish syndicalist union with 130,000 workers, the ZZZ7, was on the verge of
applying for membership of the IWA when it was crushed by the Nazi invasion.
But, as with syndicalists elsewhere, they did not go down without a fight. The
Polish ZZ7 along with the Polish Syndicalist Association took up arms against
the nazis and in 1944 even managed to publish a paper called Syndicalista. In
1938, despite their couniry being under the Salazar dictatorship since the

1920s, the Portuguese CGT could still caim 50,000 members in their now com-
pletely illegal and underground union. In Germany, trials for high treason were
carmied out against militants of the FAUD. There were mass trials of members,
many of whom didn't survive the concentration camps.

One point worthy of mention about the Spanish CNT shows the hypocrisy of the
British government which called itself anti-fascist. Not only were Italian anti-fas-
cist exiles interned on the Isle of Man but CNT members whose underground
mavement assisted Briish airmen, Jews and anti-fascists to escape through
Spain to Britain were repaid ai the end of the war when their names were hand-
ed over to Franco's secret police.

FHE-RUMB

By the end of WWII, the European syndicalist movement and the WA was
almost destroyed. The CNT was now an exile organisation. In 1851 the IWA
held their first post-war congress in Toulouse. This time they were a much
smaller organisation than the great movement which existed at their first con-
gress. Nevertheless they still represented something. Delegates attended,
though mosily representing very small organisaiions, from Cuba, Argentina,
Spain, Sweden, France, ltaly, Germany, the Netherands, Austria, Denmark,
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of sustenance since the time of our
"Existance”" (We all have our own
theories on how we got here). It is
my opinion, fueled by feverishly
cbserving every day life, that
humankind has a history of letting

it's pollution of greed shine through.
All history has been a continuing
battle for money, power, and an eas-
ier way of life, We have all heard of
the many wars which plague our
past, and we all feel the heat of gov-

emmental control resting on our
shoulders.. Why has life run

this course? Humans are
always looking for an easier 3"
way of deoing things.

Existing, if | may. They PA I
(We) have found a way RA g

to create machines and devices to
make life and chores simpler,
faster, and more manage-

able to our liking.
Computers are an exam-

ple! {Though I'm writing on

one right now). You have all

seen the rapid rige in
computer popularity
and production, it

seems they have a

new pentium out every two weeks.
They are getting faster, and suppos-
edly "Easier to use.” Farming equip-
ment gains speed and efficiancy. I'm
not bashing technology completely,
for as many point out to me, tech-
nology comes up with new medi-
cines and cures frequently, healing
many people. | am, however,
against the fact that we move on,
settle, trash the place, and leave. |
believe Agent Smith said it correctly
in the Matrix, when he shared that
humans were a "Virus." We breed,

and we fail to establish an equilibri-
um as do the rest of the creatures,
and we put ourselves above the
rest of the animals. Slaughtering
cows, pigs, chickens, as if we had
simply been placed to rule over
them, and we sell them as if we
were selling something we our-
selves created and owned. Such is
the idea of owning property. Some
man walked in, and said, "l claim
IhIS land.| | will charge money for
it" (LE. Century 21, and
athar Real Estate agenta}
Who gave anyone the
nght to place them-
selves upon the soil
that had fed them,
and declare them-
selves the owner, and on the
same note, declare them-
selves a dictator, mak-
ing rules millions of
people were forced to
follow? 1 believe
some are too busy
looking to the
stars and
space, awed by
ite wonder, meanwhile forgetting
the fact that we have a planet
under our feet that has tried its best
to provide us with shelter and food,
and we're soiling it without care. |
see many folk who make fun and
sneer at "Tree huggers” when they
appear on the T.V,, and even down
gays and Other groups, while in the
comfort of their home, their proper-
ty. Have they not fueled the evi-
dence stacked against them?
Bravo, | say, Bravo.
~Brandon
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| wonder what

garbage

| tastes like?

There is something that peo-
ple have to do everyday of their lives.
Its, a necessity, a basis, a foundation
for life as we know it. From the begin-
ning of time it was and slill is the most
crucial element of establishing life,
peace, and perpetuation of the world.
Every living crganism needs it to sur-
vive, and without it our wordd would be
bleak and desolate.

Food is the basic unit of
human necessity. MNulrition , suste-
nance, enargy, vitamins, protein, amino
acids, its what we as humans and as
the earth's creatures NEED. For mil-
lions of years since the beginning of
man, humans have scrounged, battled,
and desperately searched for this pre-
cious commodity. A hunter with a
spear chases screaming wild pigs
though the woods his livelihood
depending on each stab, each throw,
and his families wellbeing relies on his
embellished aim and emaculent skill,

But we live in the twentieth
centuryl Running through the woods
chasing a boar with a stick is no longer
necessary. We no longer need the
skills of the past. We have "The super-
market".

Hundreds of years back our
diet consisted of generally unrefined
products or at least most of what we

today would consider “simple" foods
by our standards. Our diet was defined
and regulated only by the availability of
a balanced diet and our socio- eco-
nomic status. But today what defines
and regulates our diet? Without
extreme widespread poverty, scarcity,
and lack of technology?

Think about that one, just for a
minute because its important.
What'Who defines and regulates our
diets? Is i us? Or do we just eat
what's put in front of us without thinking
about what this food is doing to our
bodies and what effects it has on the
environment or other people around
us? A junk food diet is easy to have,
because junk is made readily available
for us, if nol pushed in our faces. |
often ponder this question just because
it seems so obvious yet so subversive.
Why do | eat what | eal? Granted, |
may be a Vegan but that is somewhat
irrelevant in this discussion. The truth
is the food we eat and the diets we sus-
tain are ullimately controlled by mon-
ster conglomerates who's only motiva-
fion is profit. Junk food such as burg-
ers, frenchfries, potato sticks, fried
chicken, and cheese puffs ara aasy o
manufacture and easy to sell using tac-
tics and ads that utilize "movie stars”,
carioon characters, big sk
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THE-BASICIDEA

Its basic ideas revolve around organising all workers into the one big union,
keeping control in the hands of the rank & file, and opposing all attempts to cre-
ate a bureaucracy of unaccountsble full-time officials. Unlike other unions their
belief is that the union can be used not only to win reforms from the bosses but
also to overthrow the capitalist system. They hold that most workers are not rev-
olutionaries because the structure of their unions is such that it takes the initia-
tive away from the rank & file. Their alternative is to organise all workers into
the one big union in preparation for a revolutionary general strike.

They established their own international organisation with the founding of the
International Workers Association in Berin in 1922. Present at that conference
were the Argentine Workers Regional Organisation FORA representing 200,000
members, the Industrial Workers of the World in Chile representing 20,000, the
Union for Syndicalist Propaganda in Denmark with 600, the Free Workers Union
of Germany FAUD with 120,000, National Workers Secretariat of the
MNetherlands representing 22,500, the ltalian Syndicalist Union with 500,000, the
General Confederation of Workers in Porlugal with 150,000, the Sweadish
Workers Central Organisation SAC with 32,000, the Commitiee for the Defence
of Revolutionary Syndicalism in France [a breakaway from the CGT] with
100,000, the Federation du Battiment from Paris representing 32,000. The
Spanish CNT was unable to send delegates due to the fierce class struggle
being waged in their country under the dictatorship of Primo de Rivera. They
did, however, join the following year.

Dwuring the 1920s the IWA expanded. More unions and propaganda groups
entered into dialogue with the IWA secretariat. They were from Mexico,
Uruguay, Bulgaria, Poland, Japan, Australia, SouthAfrica, Paraguay and MNorih
Africa.

Syndicalist unions outside the 1WA also existed in many countries such as the
Brazilian Workers Regional Organisation and the Industrial Workers of the
World in the USA (which soon spread to Canada, Sweden, Australia, South
Africa, and Britain(1) ). The influence of its methods, if not necessarily of its
anarchist origins, was even seen in Ireland where the ITGWU throughout its
existence, uniil it merged into SIPTU a few years ago, carried the letters OBU

on its badge. This OBU refers to the IWW slogan of One Big Union. And let us




its strengths &

weaknesses

SYNDICALISM is the largest organised tendency in the
libertarian movement today. it has built large workers'
unions, led major struggles, been the popular expres-
sion of aparchism in many countries. To understand the
anarchist-communist view of syndicalism we have to
look at its roots, its core beliefs and its record.

In the 1880s the modem socialist movement was beginning
to take shape. The International Working Mens' Association,
better known as the First International, was becoming a pole
of attraction for militant workers. As the movement grew,
points of agreement and of disagreement between the
Marxists and the Anarchists about what socialism meant and
how to achieve it were becoming clear. This led to the
Marxists using less than democratic means to expel the
anarchists.

In 1871 the Paris Commune came into being when the work-
ers of Paris seized their city. When they were finally defeated
seven thousand Communards were dead or about to be exe-
cuted. A reign of terror against the Left swept Eurcpe. The
anarchists were driven underground in country after country.
This did not auger well for a rapid growth of the movement.
In response to the terror of the bosses, their shooting down
of strikers and protesting peasants and their suppression of
the anarchist movemant a minority launched an armed cam-
paign, known as propaganda by deed, and killed several
kings, queens, aristocrats and senior politicians.

Though very understandable, this drove a further wedge
between the bulk of the working class and the movement.
Clandestine work became the norm in many countries, Mass
work became increasingly difficull. The image of the mad-
man with a bomb under his arm was born. The movemeant
was making no significant gains.

By the turn of the century many anarchists were
convinced that a new approach was needed. They called for
a return to open and public militant activity among workers.
The sirategy they developed was syndicalism.
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ogans, and prizes to lure you into
believing that you need these products.
If you really needed these products you
would not need Michael Jordan to tell
you, you would just go out and gel
them. Selling people crap they don't
neead is big business and the food mar-
ket is no void where the hand of media
doas not extend to. It seems these
"Big Businesses" are in charge of our
diets. Think about it, what do you eat?
Keep a log, and find out. I'm betling if
you keep a log for a week you'd find out
that, merger after merger, all togsther,
your probably really purchasing from
about 5-10 major companies. Frito-
L. &%y=y

more excessable to the general public.
Other wise these monster companies
that are selling us food we don'i need
will continue to dominate the market
and feed our people junk.

If they did not feed us what
would we do? Would we find a new
diet? Would we just die of starvation?
Just for example what if these compa-
nies got together and decided to only
sell food that was nutritionally balanced
and healthy for you? What would hap-
pen? All of our diets would change, we
would all starting eating healthy
because junk food would be to hard to
obtain and not worth our extra effort.

you choos-
ing to eat
from these
monster
conglomaer-
ate s
because

safe, positive forces in making a better
world" probably not. The reason we
eal their products is because they are
convenient! And because they tell us
to. Each dollar we spend on these
companies

So either way ils their choice, feed us
well or feed us shit They are in
charge, they will make or break out
diets.

says to tnem [[g thils pytamid wpside down,

"keep up the

good work ®F AEE Amheriean eating habits?

boys", Sure

there are companies out there that do
not destroy the environment, and grow
organic healthy foods, but they are not
mainstream, and are generally more
expansive. What wa need is to make
these companys more popular, and

But now that we see they are in
charge, what kind of diet will
they feed us? (Rhetorical ques-
tion)
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They own all the foods they
have told us to like. Helll They own
ALL the foods!, | would make the
assumption that the popular diets con-
sist of high sodium content, high sugar
content, and high oll content. Take a
look at a food pyramid some time,

all American women are considered
obese (1). Since 1987 the number of
Obese Americans has risen 3%!| And
about 14% of children are obese which
is a particular concem to doctors since
(1) health habits are usually formed
during childhood, and children who
start out unhealthy face increased risk

Roughly 38% of all Amsrican

@i

and 38% of all American

Youll see tat W3O NEM QNS CONSIdered

we are eating

an UPSIDE DOWN diet. The fop of the
pyramid contains the foods that should
be consumead less while the bottom of
the pyramid contains foods that should
be eaten more. MNow take a look whare
the popular diet is? It starts at the top
and goes down, meaning large con-
sumption of salt, sugar, oils, meat and
dairy and low consumption of breads,
cereals, vegetables, and fruits. 1| can
understand some discrepancy in the
ideal diet. Maybe a fair balance
between "foods of indulgenca" which
are unhealthy and productive foods
that are healthy for you. But the popu-
lar diet is 80% junk food and 20%
heslthy foods. There are a lot of
straightedges out there who are
straightedge because they care about
their bodies and want to take care of
themselves mentally and physically, yet
continue to sat garbage. Doesn't this
defeat the purpose of not using drugs?
| guess the mental aspect yes, food
doesn't mentally affect you as severely
as drugs, bul food IS what effects your
health. Despite a thousand health offi-
cials, FDA precautions and countlass
warnings, and even more personal
symptoms, we seem 1o =ay "Fuck thatl
Where's my Cheetos?  Americans
have an enormous obesity rate, and a
heart disease rate o maich. Roughly
33% of all American men and 36% of

L (- -
of health problems, 99838,
as they grow older.
Obviously the big cause here is eating
habits, but another important reason is
the lack of exercise. Modern conven-
iences and enleriainments like video
games and television just don't get
people moving around.| guess for me
being sXe, and taking care of my body
mentally and physically go hand in
hand. I'm not saying I'm "Mr. Healthy"
but, | respect my body and | owe it to
myself to take care of it. You only get
one body, its not worth it to me 1o ruin
it.

| guess the important question
I'm trying to raise here is, "Why are we
being fed this sludge?" | don't mean to
sound extremist but honestly why are
we being fed a horrible diet like a "Big
Brother" spoon feeding his little 14
month old younger brother a mouth full
of greasy crushed lays potato chips?
Am | missing something? Are they try-
ing to appeal to the "Fast-Food-Self-
Indulgence-no-effort-andeveniess-
thought” sori of mentality here? Therse
are vending machines on avery corner
and every restaurant carries only coke
a cola beverages. And with the intro-
duction of "Free Delivery” it seems we
have been inundated with so many
new fast foods that will deliver purs
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conservation should follow the exam-
ple of the Worldiife Center in London,
The Center plans to create a high-tech
zoo with no animals. Visitors would
observe animals in the wild via live
satellite links with far off places like the
Amazon rain forest, the Great Barrier
reef, and Africa. (9)

What You Can Do

“*Zoos are coverad under the
federal Animal Welfare Act (AWA),
which sets minimal housing and main-
tenance standards for captive animals.
The AWA requires that all animal dis-
plays be licensed with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, which must
inspect zoos once a year. However,
some zoos that have passed USDA
inspections with flying colors have later
been found by humane groups to have
numerous viclations. Educate yourself.
Read Beyond the Bars, edited by
Virginia McKenna, Will Travers, and
Jonathan Wray. |1 is available from
Thorson's  Publishing Group in
Rochester, Vi.

“*It is best not to patronize a
zo0 unless you are actively warking to
change its conditions. Avoid smaller,
roadside zoos at all costs. If no one vis-
its these substandard operations, they
will be forced to close down.

<Start a "Zoocheck” program
to build a sirong case for implementing
changes: Contact PETA for Zoocheck
program materials and information on

how to get started with your local zoo.
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described animals in such terms as
"ﬁ.lnny—h:ﬂking." "diﬂy," or "IEZH'.’I{?::I

The purpose of most zoos'

-pleasers, but what happens when
babies grow up? Zoos often sell or kil
animals who no longer atiract visitors.
Deer, tigers, lions, and other animals

One sanctuary that is home to rescued zoo ani-
mals reports seeing frequent signs of zoochosis

research is to

in animals brought to the sanctuary

find ways toiTOM zoos. Of chimpanzees, who bite
breed and maintain more their own limbs from captivity-
animals in captivity. finduced stress, the manager

zoos ceased to exist, so

would the need for most of S8y$: "Their hands were unrecog-
their research. Protecting nizable from all the scar tissue.”

species from extinction

sounds like & noble goal, but zoo offi-
cials usually favor exofic or popular ani-
mals who draw crowds and publicity,
and neglect less popular species. Most
animals housed in zoos are not endan-
gered, nor are they being prepared for
release into natural habitats. it is near-
ly impossible to release captive-bred
animals into the wild. A 1984 report by
the World Society for the Protection of
Animals showed that only 1,200 zoos
out of 10,000 worldwide are registered
for captive breeding and wildlife con-
servation. Only two percent of the
world's threatened or endangered
species are registered in breeding pro-
grams.{8) Those that are endangered
may have their plight made

who breed often are somelimes sold to
"game" farms where hunters pay for
the "privilege" of killing them; some are
killed for their meat and/or hides. Other
"surplus” animals may be sold to small-
er, more poorly run zoos or io laborato-
ries for experiments.

Beyond Zoos

Ultimately, we will only save
endangered species if we save their
habitats and combat the reasons peo-
ple kil them. Instead of supporting
zoos, we should support groups like
the Intermnational Primate Protection
League, The Bom Free Foundation,

worse by zoos' focus on crowd The purpose of most zoos’ research
appeal. In his book The Lasijg tg find ways to breed and main-

Panda, George Schaller, the
scientific director of the Bronx Zoo,
says zoos are actually contributing to
the near-extinction of giant pandas by
constantly shutliing the animals from
one zoo fo another for display. In-
breading is also a problem among cap-
tive populations.

When Cute Litile Babiles
Grow Up

Zoo bables are greal crowd-

tain more animals in captivity.

the African Wildlife Foundation, and
other groups that weork to preserve
habitats, not habits. We should help
non-profit sanctuaries, like Primarily
Primates and the Performing Animal
Welfare Society, thal rescue and care
for exotic animals, but don't sell or
breed them.,

Zoos truly interested in rais-
ing awareness of wildlife and conser-
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Results

i But what are the
results of this corporate fed diet?
These corporations have flipped
our food pyramid upside down
-and fed us nothing but the worst
most nutritionally void foods in
creation (not to mention all the
new ones to come, lord
knows a new junk food
comes out every week).
All the commercials and
ads you see just intensify
eating an unbalanced diet.
Television shows about
80% junk food ads and
maybe a health food ad
avery now and then. You
don't have to be a genius
to figure out that you
don't need the junk food they are trying
1o sell you on tv. We are only motivat-
ed to continue eating upside down)
One of the obvious results are
health problems. Heart disease, hear
attacks, obesity, artery problems, and
general mal nutrition resulting in a
weak immune system and a general
lack of energy- are all some of the seri-
ous health problems that eating an
upside down diet can cause. The
Mumber one Killer in America is cardio-
vascular diseasa (2). In 1891, hear
and blood vessel diseases killed more
than 923,000 Americans (2). More
than two of every five Americans die of
cardiovascular disease. As many as
50 million Americans have high blood

pressure, the leading contributor to

e

heart disease (2). This is a clear indi-
cation and warning to our eating
behaviors! We can see the warnings.
in fact people we love have died from
them, but sfill do we listen to their fore-
boding death sentence? Mol Does it
feel like these mega corporations are
putling us on death row?

Another result is the basle ful-
filiment of "instant gratification”. Fast
food makes it easy and greasy fo
receive instant fulfillment and effortless
purchase of something you didn't make
yourself and an object only for your
quick consumption. When we do this
we become alienated from our con-
sumption and have no realization of
what we are eating and why we are
eating it (besides the facl that we are
hungry).

Here's a cheery thought, how
would you like to live in a small pod and
have all food materialize to you when
you need i, all entertainment given so
fully you have litle or no desire o leave
your pod EVER!? Maybe |
we could call the pod
a "house" and all food 45
could be “delivered"¥
and all entertainment.
could shoot through
wires into a box in yourfg
"house" so you would be ™%
entertained so fully you
need not talk to anyone or
even leave the house. MNo
jobl No responsibility? Mo
car? Just you relaxing
24/71!  Order your junk
food from the internet and
then be entertained unti
your zombified inte oblivion.
Can we say ".com guy"?
Maybe its time we asked the

quastion ......... WHY'?
Sounces:

(1) "A fatter America™

University of Texas SouthWestemn
Medical canter at Dallas 1988

(2) "Cardiovascular diseass”
Frankhin Inetitute Science Mussum, 1996
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' Z00S:

Pitiful Prisons

Despite their professed con-
cem for animals, zoos remain more
"collections” of interesting "items" than
actual havens or simulated habitais.
Zoos teach paople that it is acceptable
to keep animals in caplivity, bored,
cramped, lonely, and far from their nat-
ural homes.

Says ‘Virginia MckKenna, star
of the classic movie Born Free and now
an active campaigner in behalf of cap-
tive animals: "It is the sadness of zoos
which haunts me. The purposeless
existence of the animals. For the four
hours we spend in a zoo, the animals
spend four years, or fourleen, perhaps
even longer -- if not in the same zoo
then in others -- day and night, summer
and winter. . . . This is not conservation
and surely it is not education. No, it is
‘antertainment.’ Mot comedy, however,
but tragedy."(1)

Life Sentence. No Parole

Zoos range in size and quality
from cageless parks to small roadside

menageries with concrete slabs and
iron bars. The larger the zoo and the
greater the number and variety of the
animals it contains, the more it costs to
provide quality care for the animals,
Although more than 112 million people
visit zoos in the Uniled States and
Canada every year, most zoos operate
at a loss and must find ways to cut
costs (which sometimes means selling
animalg) or add gimmicks that wil
attract visitors. £oo officials often con-
sider profits ahead of the animals' wall-
being. A former direcior of the Atlanta
Zoo once remarked that he was "too far
remaved from the animals; they're the
last thing | worry aboul with all the
other problems." (2)

Animals suffer from more than
neglect in some zoos. When Dunda, an
African elephant, was transferred from
the San Diego Zoo to the San Diego
Wild Animal Park, she was chained,
pulled to the ground, and beatan with
ax handles for two days. One witness
described the blows as "home run
swings.” Such abuse may be the norm,
"You have to motivate them," says San

Francisco zookeeper Paul Hunter of
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elephants, "and the way you do that is
by beating the hell out of them."(3)

Propagation,Not Education

Zoos claim to educate people
and preserve species, but they fre-
quently fall short on both counts. Most
Zoo enclosures are quite small, and
labels provide little more information
than the species' name, diet, and natu-
ral range. The

mal behavior

Foundation revealed that zoochosis is
rampant in confined animals around
the globe.(4) Another study found that
elephants spend 22 percent of their
time engaging in abnormal behaviors,
such as repeated head bobbing or bit-
ing cage bars, and bears spend about
30 percent of their time pacing, a sign
of distress.(5)

One sanctuary that is home to
rescued zoo

reports see-

animals' nor- ’“ww - ™anhimals

is seldom dis-
cussed, much 3
S I
observed, §
because their
natural needs
are seldom
met, Birds' 2
wings may be
clipped  so
they cannot
fly, aqguatic
animals often
have little §
water, and the
many animals §
who naturally §
live in large
herds or fami-
Iy groups are
often kept
alone or, at
mast, in pairs,
Matural hunt-
ing and mating behaviors are virtually
eliminated by regulated feeding and
breeding regimens. The animals are
closely confined, lack privacy, and
have little opportunity for mental stimu-
lation or physical exercise, resulling in
abnormal and self-destructive behay-
ior, called zoochasis,

A worldwide study of zoos
conducted by the Bom Free

ing fraquent
signs of
zoochosis in
animals

their own
limbs from
captivity-
induced
strass, the
manager
says: "Their
hands were
unrecogniz-
able from all
-the scar fis-
sue.”

More than
half the world's zoos “are still in bad
conditions” and treating chimpanzees
poorly, according to renowned chim-
panzee expert Jane Goodall.(8)

As for education, zoo visitors
usually spend only a few minutes at
each display, seeking entertainment
rather than enlightenment. A study of
the zoo in Buffalo, N.Y., found that most
people passed cages quickly, and
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